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Friends - this is the first issue of World Rainforest 
Report which the Rainforest Information Centre is 

producing as a way of linking up those groups and 
individuals around the world who are interested in 
effective action in defense of the rainforests. 


Over the past twelve months, the Rainforest Information 
Centre has contacted some hundreds of groups and Sa 
individuals around the world proposing the need for DY 
co-ordinated rainforest action. There have been many SY 
positive responses, and we will be quoting from some of f 
these. Accompanying our circular proposing world 
rainforest action (2 pages) we sent various articles 
and reports about the campaigns for the Australian 
and Solomon Islands rainforests. There is exciting f 
news from both these places, and this Report will 

detail these as well as other developments. 


All references quoted hersin include the number of pages 
they are composed of, and we will provide photostats 
of the original material for 10% /page on request. 


The Rainforest Information Centre is a non-profit 
organisation which receives no government funding. We 
will distribute information to any group that indicates 

an interest. Donations to help cover the cost of 

printing and postage would be appreciated. Within 
Australia, these donations may be tax-deductible by making 
them out to the Australian Conservation Foundation (672b 
Glenferrie Rd. Hawthorn, Victoria, 3122) and indicating 


a preference that the donation be used for the purpose 
of the Rainforest Information Centre. 


We are very conscious of the trees which provide 
the raw material to produce the growing volumes 

of paper which pass through this office. We now 
Plant a tree for approximately every 200 sheets 
of paper we use. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


The report of the Commission of Inquiry into the North New Georgia 

situation has now been released. This Commission was set up after 200 
villagers from Koroga tribe destroyed the Unilevers logging village at 
Enogae in 1982, causing an estimated million dollars worth of damage. 

(4 page story published in "Pacific Business"- Fiji&Akwesasne Notes U.S.A.) 
Their recommendation, endorsed by the Cabinet is for the North New 

Georgia Timber Corporation Act to be revised in February and Levers will 
then be offered a new contract. 


Levers Pacific Timbers is a subsidiary of the United Africa Company, 
which is in turn, a subsidiary of Unilevers, one of the world's ten 
biggest multinationals. It is unlikely that they will find the terms 

of a new contract acceptable if it incorporates ecological safeguards 
and the obligation to replant and to process some of the timber locally. 
As long as clearfelling rainforest is permitted in Africa and elsewhere 
such a contract would be uneconomic. It is the nature of multinational 
corporations that a retreat from one place results in increased pressure 
elsewhere, so any information about the activities of the United Africe 
Company or other Levers logging outfits would be much appreciated. 

The Environmental Officer of the Wildlife Clubs of Malawi (Box 30172, 
Lilongwe, Malawi) wrote us that they "... would very much appreciate 
details of Unilever's activities as we do have a Lever Brothers Company 
here in Malawi." 


A letter from A. Abeysinghe, Chief Investment/Marketing Officer for 
Permanent Secretary/Planning, in the Solomon Islands! Prime Ministers 
Office,states that in February the new Forest Resources and Timber 
Utilisation Act will be debated in the Parliament. This will include 
regulations about replanting and conservation measures, forest reserves 
and the preservation of all forests over 400 metres above sea level. 
His letter concluded: "May I thank you for being so concerned about 

my country and the people". 


Job Dudley Tausinga and Vincent Vaguni (members of the Western Solomons 
Provincial Parliament) have opened an office of the Rainforest 
Information Centre in Munda (Box 31 Munda, Western Province, Solomon 
Islands) - the first conservation organisation in that country. 


Our report on the Solomons rainforests to the Commission on Ecology 

of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (2 pages), 
has resulted in that Commission's Chairman writing to IUCN's Commission 
on Education recommending that they support our educational proposals. 


Our Solomon Islands report to the Australian Conservation Foundation 

(17 pages) was also well received and funds have been made available 

for the printing and distribution of educational material in Pijin 

to every village in the country. A.C.F. is also helping us draft a 
submission to ADAB (Australian Development Assistance Bureau - responsible 
for Australia's foreign aid program) to fund pilot project(s) providing 
benign, sustainable developments to land-owning groups willing to reserve 
part of their forests for customary uses only. For example, a portable 
sawmill would mean that the people could add value to the trees themselves 
instead of selling them to multinationals for export as logs. Then, 

a sustained yield óperation, logging and replanting a fraction of the 
forest,would provide the same benefits which the present logging provides 
for a few years only. 


Many copies of these two reports were sent to the Solomons for comment, 
and Waeta Ben, Member for N.E. Guadalcanal, handed some out to Parliament- 
arians during the current sitting. 


An ardent conservationist, John Schenk has been appointed Principal 
Planning Officer (Environment and Conservation) to the Prime Minister's 
Department. He needs funds for a projector and an audio-visual library. 
(Office of the Prime Minister P.O. Box G1, Honiara, SOLOMON ISLANDS). 


AUSTRALTA 


In Australia, the Federal Government is developing a policy to conserve 
rainforests, including compensating logging companies for the loss of 

their "resource" and creating jobs for redundant workers. In New South 
Wales, following that State's decision to bring rainforest logging to 

an end, the Premier, Mr. Wran has written an introduction to the Rainforest 
Information Centre's publication "World Scientists Write to Premier Wran 
about Rainforest" (10 pages), which was a central part of the N.S.W. 
rainforest protection campaign. In his address to the State Conference 

of the Australian Labor Party (which holds power both in N.S.W. and 
Federally), in May, 1983, he said, "I know it was not everyone who thought 
it was a great thing to save the rainforests, but 1'11 make this prediction 
here today. When we're all dead and buried and our children's children 

are reflecting upon what was the best thing the Labor Government in N.S.W. 
did in the 20th Century, they'll all come up with the answer that we 

saved the rainforest." 


Last month, in the far north of the arch conservative state of Queensland, 
veterans of earlier non-violent rainforest actions in N.S.W. (1 page 
article published in Planet Drum (U.S.A.) 4 page article published in 
"Alternatives" magazine, Canada) and Tasmania joined locals blockading 
bulldozers attempting to put a road through the Cape Tribulation National 
Park. These forests, which are being considered for World Heritage 
listing, are the last intact lowland tropical rainforests in Australia. 
(11 page articie by the Rainforest Conservation Society of Queensland). 
Dr. Len Webb, retired head of the Commonwealth's Rainforest Ecology Unit 
claims that the road would almost certainly wipe out many species of "rare, 
primitive and fragile flowering plants which developed 65 - 130 million 
years ago... Dr. Webb, who has been honored throughout the world for his 
40 year study of the Cape Tribulation rainforest, said that the plants 
were living fossils. They were found nowhere else in Australia and all 

of the earth's flowering plants may have evolved from them before the 
beginning of the continental drift which separated Australia from the 
world's initial single land mass." (Queensland Courier Mail, December 6 
1983) 


Various new action techniques have also evolved in the Cape Tribulation 
action, in the most spectacular of which the blockaders buried five of 
their number up to their necks along the track forcing the bulldozers 
to halt while police dug them out. 


Please write at once to the Australian Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, 
Parliament House, Canberra, calling on his Government to intervene and 
obtain World Heritage status for the area. 


A threatened action in the temperate rainforests of Victoria, may have 
been averted by the Victorian State Government calling a halt to logging 
in the Roger River area of East Gippsland. 


Other rainforest action veterans formed the Treeworks organisation and 
successfully submitted a proposal to the Federal Government's job creation 
scheme. They have been granted 70,000 for machinery and facilities for 
reforestation and wages for their first project: planting koala food 

trees at the Tucki Nature Reserve, near Lismore in N.S.W. Adjoining 
farmers are now donating other parcels of land and koala corridors are 
emanating from Tucki. 


FUELWOOD 


After seeing our Solomons story published in Akwesasne Notes 

Mr. Fred Hottenroth, President of the ZZ Stove Corp. (10806 Kaylor St. 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 U.S.A.) wrote to us. His letter and the accompany- 
ing 8 page article contains an important direction for rainforest conserv- 
ation. Mr. Hottenroth points out: 1. 70% of the forest destruction in 
the third world is to provide fuel to cook the daily meals of very poor 
people. 2. Efficient stoves are now available which use only 20% of 

the wood used in conventional cooking techniques. 3. On average, a 3rd 
world household uses two tonnes (4 Cubic metres) of fuelwood per year. 

4. An efficient galvanised iron stove can be built for about g10 and 

a workplace capable of manufacturing 4,000 such stoves per year can be 
built for 2500. 5. Building such stoves to decrease demand for fuelwood 
costs only 1/40th as much as increasing the supply by reforestation (and 
reforestation cannot solve the immediate problem of millions of people 
without fuelwood now. Anyway, the necessary reforestation is not taking 
place.) Does anyone have any suggestions for suitable locations for 

pilot project(s) and sources of funding? "By the year 2000, according to 
F.A.0. estimates, 2.25 billion rural people will be involved in“fuelwood 
deficit situations". What this jargon means is that most of them will 
have to eat less in order to buy the wood or charcoal with which to cook 
their food". (Jack Westoby, Keynote address to the Institute of Foresters 
of Australia, 1983 Conference, 8 pages). 


WORLD RAINFOREST ACTION NETWORK 


To illustrate how this network is growing, we present the following 
sequence. In March '83, we wrote to the International Organisation of 
Consumers Unions! Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (P.0. Box 
1045, Penang, Malaysia) with our rainforest package. Research Assistant 
Mr. N. Nithiyananthan, replied and in this and subsequent correspondence 
he put us in touch with six organisations in Fiji, the Solomon Islands, 
Malaysia, Kenya and Denmark. We contacted these groups and the response 
was enthusiastic. For example, Gurmit Singh, President of the Environ- 
mental Preservation Society of Malaysia (P.0. Box 382, Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor, Malaysia) wrote to us in May '83 that "... we have been 
concerned about tropical rainforests among other things since our formation 
in 1974 and ... would be willing to co-operate with your group to the 
limit of our resources." 


The contact in Denmark was Mohan Mathews, World Secretary of the Internat- 
ional Youth Federation for Environmental Studies and Conservation 
(Klostermollevej 48, DK 8660 Skanderborg, Denmark). We discovered from 
him that I.Y.F. is "an association of national and regional organisations 
concerned with the conservation of nature and natural resources. Founded 
in 1956 under the sponsorship of the International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature, the federation today comprises over 100,000 young people in 
about 45 member organisations in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America." 
We also discovered that their two current projects are "studying the role 
of multinational corporations in 'pesticides export! and the exploitation 
of tropical timber." 


We have recently written to these member organisations from Poland to 
Turkey, Surinam to Korea, Argentina to Iceland, and the first replies 

are now coming in. For example, Pal Theodorsen, International Secretary 

of I.Y.F. member organisation 'Naturforvalterlaget! (Boks 208, 1432 AS-NLH, 
Norway), wrote on December 15 '83 "Naturforvalterlaget thank you very much 
for your invitation to participate in the work for saving the rainforests. 
We would like to join the actions, as far as we can and hope to be informed 
about strategies etc." 


In I.Y.F.'s bi-monthly newsletter, ‘Participation and Action' (available 
from the above address) articles have appeared on the hamburger connection 
(see in next paragraph) and the tobacco connection in rainforest destruction. 


5 


Did you know that a hectare of wood has to be cut for fuel to dry each 
hectare of tobacco harvested? "In Kitui, about 100 miles to the east of 
Nairobi, some farmers have had to abandon the tobacco crop because there 
were no more trees left in the area." Also in recent issues of Particip- 
ation and Action, a partial listing of multinationals involved in the 
destruction of tropical forests, and an appeal (reproduced in full below) 
for Sierra Leonne's last rainforest. 


Another valuable contact we made via Mohan Mathews, was with Regnskovsgruppen 
(Centre for Humangkologi, Arhus Universitet, Bygn. 325, lok 132, 8000 Arhus 
C. Denmark) who have some forty active members (mostly biology students). 
Having discovered that the activity most responsible for rainforest 
destruction in Central America was clearing for cattle pasture for the U.S. 
fast food industry they held an action "... against the first newly opened 
MacDonalds burgerbar here in Arhus. To catch people's attention we made 

a cow of papier maché with two people walking inside it. The cow was 

eating rainforest (a basket filled with big tropical leaves and branches 

from the Botanic Gardens) and once in a while it was shitting MacDonald 
burgers on the pavement. Nearby was an information board with information 
about rainforest destruction and ten of the group were handing out leaflets 
to passers by who were very interested and positive." The event also attracted 
the attention of newspapers and radio stations - an exemplary action. 


Also showing interest in MacDonalds is the U.S. environment group, Earth 
First! (motto: No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth) address, P.O. Box 
235, Ely, Nevada 89301, U.S.A.) In the latest issue of their journal (310 
year, ¿20 airmail, highly recommended) there is a long article titled 
"Rainforest Burgers' and they are planning actions aimed at MacDonalds, 

as we are in Australia. Earth First! are very positive about taking part 

in the world rainforest action network, and they have invited John Seed, 

of the Rainforest Information Centre, to participate in their 1984 Road 
Show. The November '83 issue of the Earth First! Journal states that 

"the Road Show will focus on two points: the need for an ethical, passionate 
and courageous defense of the Earth's wilderness and natural diversity; and 
the role of American corporations in the destruction of the world's tropical 
rainforests, and what we can do to stop them". The hour long film about the 
successful Terania rainforest blockade will be shown in the 25 cities 
throughout the U.S., which the Road Show will visit in February. 


MacDonalds and other fast food chains present a convenient target for 
actions to raise awareness of the plight of the rainforests (and hopefully 
to make this method of producing hamburgers uneconomic). Another villain 
worthy of note is Volkswagen, which seems highly vulnerable to an economic 
campaign. With a 1400 sp. km. concession in central Amazonia, V.W. 

",. believes that, although people may come to purchase fewer cars in the 
wake of the oil price hike, they will hardly be inclined to eat less 
beef." (N. Myers, "The Present Status and Future Prospects of Tropical 
Moist Forests" Environmental Conservation (2), 1980, P107.) Why not write 
to V.W. and let them know why you won't be buying any more of their 
machines? (Address: Volkswagenwerk, Postfach 3180, Wolfsbergl, W. Germany). 
Some references on the hamburger connection: 

"Cheap Beef and Priceless Rainforests", Earthscan 1981 , 3 pages 

"The Present Status and Future Prospects of Tropical Moist Forests", 
Norman Myers, Environmental Conservation, 7 (2) 1980 3 page extract 

"The Hamburger Connection, Robert Holden, Agenda, Nov, '83 3 pages. 


SIERRA LEONE 


On behalf of the Sierra Leone Environment and Nature Association, 
I.Y.F. has been circulating the following appeal: 


SIERRA LEONE!S LAST FORESTS IN SERIOUS DANGER! 


"The very last tropical rain forests in Sierra leone will disappear in 
the next few years if action is not immediately taken to stop ongoing 
and planned timber exploitation. 


FACTS: 


The great tropical forest band extending across the middle of Africa 
has it's western outpost in SL. 200 years ago, 75% of SL. was covered 
by high forest. 


Only 3% of the country still bears tropical forest. The rest was 

removed during the 19th century. The logs were exported to Britain. 

What the loggers left was destroyed by shifting cultivatOrs. Many of 

SL's present problems can be traced back to 19th century forest destruction. 


Most of the remaining forest is in Gola Forest, which was too inaccessible 
for logging in the 19th century Gola West has already been logged. Gola 
East is selectively felled by SILETI (a joint venture between the state and 
an Italian company). 


There are plans to start logging Gola North - the largest area - by the 
end of 1983. A state firm - F I C.- has received 31 million D. marks 
from West Germany for extracting and processing this timber. 


Timber companies in SL work under few or no regulations. SILETI have 

not paid taxes for extracted logs, and has even let heaps of cut logs 
left to rot. FIC works even more scandalously. It engages in clear 
cutting, and has turned forest areas into barren wastelands. A timber 
importer from Europe has described the operations of logging companies in 
SL as "horrible" and "dangerous". 


Authorities know little about the situation in the countries forests. 
Forestry officials rent out forest reserve lands to shifting cultivators 
(illegal) and charcoal producers. Forest reserve maps are several decades 
out of date, the boundaries since long violated by shifting cultivators. 


Reforestation is hardly ever done, nejther by companies nor by authorities, 
and if it is, it is always with foreign species. Detailed scientific 
studies (1982 Merz, 80 Teleki, 78 Phillipson) have led to strong recommend- 
ations that it is of utmost importance that the Gola Forest is preserved, 
as a representative of the last rain forests in SL, for scientific reasons. 


SLENCA has been campaigning to save the Gola Forest since 1977. 


SLENCA needs all the support it can get: As a first step we would like 
organisations and individuals to send letters and postcards, asking the 
president of Sierra Leone to stop all further exploitation of the forests 

by SILETI and FIC, and to follow scientific advice which calls for the 

Gola and other surviving forests in the country to be established as 

nature reserves without delay. His Excellency, Dr. Siaka Stevens, President, 
STATE HOUSE, Freetown, Sierra Leone, W. Africa. 


Please send a copy of this letter to SLENCA. P.M.B. 376, Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, West Africa. 


It would also be good if you wrote a letter to the German government since 
it is German money that is financing the destruction. The address is: 
Bundesministerium fur Wirtschaftliche Zusammenarben, Minister Warnke, 


5300 Bonn, West Germany. 


West Africa is perhaps the area which has the most desperate situation 

for the tropical rain forests. Ivory Coast, as an example, has a forest 
destruction rate of 6% per year. In less that ten years, virtually all 
West African rain forests may be destroyed, if the present destruction 

rate isn't lowered. Sierra Leone is in a bad situation even for West 
African conditions, and it is of utmost importance that everything possible 
is done to save the remaining forests! 


THE LEAST YOU CAN DO IS TO GET THE POSTCARDS SENT! PLEASE DO! BUT LET IT 
BE ONLY A BEGINNING OF YOUR WORK TO SAVE THE TROPICAL RAINFORESTS. 


SELECTIONS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE 


Imagine, if you will, the impact of groups such as these and the following, 
sharing ideas and information and co-ordinating their actions: 


Dianne Goodwillie, Ofis Blong 01 Meri, Box 623, Nadi, FIJI. (A project in 
co-operation with the world YWCA (Young Women's Christian Association), 
South Pacific Area Office). 


"Our office is very concerned about tropical rainforest depletion. The 
Dutch would probable be very interested in your proposals. They have 
ties/concerns because of their company, Levers, and have already done 
extensive research into their activities especially in the Solomon Islands... 
I am enclosing some recent news about a family's donation of land to Fiji 

to save the rainforest." 


Guy Salmon, Joint Campaign on Native Forests, P.D. Box 756, Nelson, NEW 
ZEALAND. 


"Tf an effectively co-ordinated network of non-government organisations 
willing to take appropriate action to conserve world rainforests could be 
set up, we would certainly want to be involved." 


Pat Lesske, Tasmanian Wilderness Society, P.0. Box N204, Grosvenor St., 
Sydney, 2000, AUSTRALIA. 


"We fully support your ideas and would be happy to help in any way we can? 


Environment Liaison Centre, P.O. Box 72461, Nairobi, KENYA. 


"Please keep us informed of your activities, The ELC is becoming increasingly 
involved with tropical forest issues." 


Michael Tobin, Harepark, Boyle, County Roscommon, IRELAND. 


"If you send me a packet of the world rainforest action network circulars 
we will be happy to get them into the hands of people who would be very 
interested..." 


Islands Protection Society, Box 688, Queen Charlotte City, B.C. CANADA VOT 
ISO. 


"A letter will be on its way to Sierra Leone this week and we will be 
forwarding addresses which may assist you in the networking action." 


Rick Davis, Earth First! 612 Kyoto-shi, Fushimi-ku, Sanoyashiki-cho, 
21-1, Tanaka-kata, Kyoto, JAPAN. 


"Mr. Ota of the Japan Green Party, thinks we can count on the official 
support of the Japan Green Party in the rainforest campaign. He personally 
is very concerned with the problem and wants to work on it. Today I found 
out about a forest symposium to be held by Kyoto University later on this 
month. Since there will be a number of Japanese academics who are active 
in the environmental movement at the symposium, I have decided to put 
everything into advertising E.F!'s rainforest preservation campaign and 
getting some co-operation from some of these influential people. This 

may be my change to get E.F.!'s rainforest campaign off the ground here 

in Japan, and I'm very excited about the prospects." 


Friends of the Earth, Cikyu-No-Tomo, 1-51-8 Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151, 
JAPAN. 


"Thank you for sending us the materials on the rainforest campaign and 
we are very impressed with your activities and committment....Please put 
us on your mailing list." 


Harold Wood, Universal Pantheist Society, P.0. Box 1481, Lafayette, 
CA94549, U.S.A. 


"I personally am very concerned about tropical rainforest preservation, 
and our society's annual Ecological Community Preservation Fund project 
this year was for an area in Columbia. I am on the Sierra Club's 
International Earthcare Committee, so perhaps we can find some liaison 
of mutual value on the rainforest issue..." 


Krishna Murti Gupta, Himalaya Seva Sangh, Rajghat, New Delhi, 110002, 
INDIA. 


"We would certainly be interested in actively associating ourselves with 
your international campaign of education and action for the protection 

of rainforests. In fact, we are already involved in our national campaign 
for the protection and rehabilitation of forests, in our country, which 

of course, includes the rainforests. We hope our regular mutual contact 
and association will grow apace, so that we can benefit from the rich 
experience of your other affiliates in this campaign." 


Francis Homber, Mukuvisi Woodland Association, P.0. Box 4665, Harare, 
ZIMBABWE. 


",.. As part of our conservation education program we are trying to put 
over the message of agroforestry to our people to instruct them how man 
can live in harmony with his forests and that the time is now long past 
that he needs to destroy them in order to survive, rather the reverse is 
true, if he continues to destroy his forests it will be his survival 
which will also be threatened. Accordingly, it would seem that your 
concern for our forests is the same as our own." 


Nola Stewart, Friends of the Earth, P.0. Box 554, Konedobu, PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA. 


" Our main concern is the tropical forests, which are being exploited no 
matter what government is in power. Japan is the main buyer. Transfer 
pricing, bribery and corruption are rife. I see FOE's role as being 
supportive of some of the key government functions here, e.g. the 
maintenance of democracy and care of the environment. Many people in 
government are in need of moral support for the normal carrying out of 
the duties for which they are paid - especially people in the Office of 
Environment, who are often under open attack on environmental matters. 
Our public work is mainly educational." 


Jurgen Esders, Umweltmagazin, Paul Linke Ufer 44a, 1000 Berlin 36, 
W. GERMANY. 


",..we would appreciate if you could send us copies of your articles. 
We can easily translate them into German. 


John Hough, Wildlife Clubs of Malawi, P.O. Box 30172, Lilongue 3, 
MALAWI. 


"... Here in Malawi we have a number of mountain rainforests which though 


not subject to logging are declining due to expanding agriculture, fire 
and cutting for firewood. We would like to keep in touch with you and 
participate in any way we can." 


Chandi Prasad Bhatt, Dasholi Gram Swarajya Mandal, Gopeshwar-Chamoli, 
Uttarkhand, U.P. INDIA. 


"Actually, we need more information on rainforest which is published 

by you and also want to participate in this programme. We people are 
mainly working in the field of Himalaya for reaforestation, forest 
protection and conservation. For this information I am enclosing a 

book "Hugging the Himalayas." (Excellent account of the women and men 

of the Himalayan villages who have been hugging threatened trees to prevent 
them from being cut.) 


WWF / IUCN 10 


The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and The International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (1196, Gland, SWITZERLAND) launched their 
tropical forest campaign in October '82, with a sobering and information 
packed press conference (3 page report available). Some quotes: 


"World governments have a choice: Trees now or tanks later. Loss of 
tropical forests at the present rate will undermine future economic 
development and threaten social and political stability in many 
countries." Peter Thacher, Deputy executive Director, United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP). 


"Saving the tropical forests is not a luxury, but a priority for world 
action. Unfortunately, this problem remains a well hidden time-bomb 
known only to a scientific elite. Mobilizing public opinion is our 
highest single priority in this campaign." WWF Director-General, Charles 
de Haes. 


"The problem of the tropical forests is the world's most important 
conservation priority. "Dr. Lee Talbot, Director General, IUCN. 


As well as educating the public, TUCN/WWF has a set of projects called 
Tropical Forests and Primates Campaign, concentrating their resources 

on 14 countries selected on the basis of species richness, threats and 
rates of loss, and the possibility of achieving long term conservation. 

A description of this program including project summaries for each 
country is contained in an 18 page document. They also have a series 

of about 20 Tropical Forest Campaign Fact Sheets. They have an impressive 
catalogue of audiovisual materials for Conservation and the Environment, 
including an audiovisual slide show and a 16mm film, both titled "A Green 
Earth... or a Dry Desert". They are making the film available for us 

to show on the Earth First! Road Show. 


FOE 


Friends of the Earth, are also building up an international rainforest 
campaign. The group co-ordinating this is FOE UK (Attn. Charles Secrett, 
377 City Rd., London, EC1 U.K.) though we have no details as yet. 


The September '83 issue of FOE - LINK, Bulletin for FOE International 
(Per Ohlsson, Box 7235, S-402 35 Goteborg, Sweden, 4 pages) printed 
in full our call for world rainforest action, and in his editorial, 
calls for response to this call: 


",.. I think response is a key word for co-operation and co-action. If 

one doesn't get response, it is easy to grow pessimistic and fatigued, 

and in the end perhaps return to the "old safe living". And not only 
response, but also Life and Spirit in what is being done. It is the 

living life that we are defending, and then much more is needed than 

paper exchange. In the crucial work for the Earth we have to be in living 
contact with the power, the living force behind this magnificent, mysterious 
and challenging life." 


There are some excellent environmental publications being produced by 
Sahabat Alam Malaysia (Friends of the Earth). They have issued a 
Directory of Environmental NGO's in the Asia Pacific Region (US 37 and 

21 per copy postage of ge per copy airmail, to SAM, 37, Lorong Birch, 
Penang, Malaysia.) Also from the same address, the Environmental News 
Digest is produced six times a year and Asial-Pacific Environment produced 
quarterly. 


SAM was central in the successful campaign to prevent the building of a 
dam which would have flooded 130 sq. km. of the core area of the Taman 
Negara National Park, 130 million year old lowland rainforest. SAM 
collected some 60,000 signatures during the campaign. 
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World Environment Report, 605 3rd Avenue, 17th floor, New York, NY 10158 
U.S.A., Sept. 30th 1983, had a story about the Earthlife organisation 
and its innovative approach to saving tropical rainforest. Earthlife's 
pilot project involves helping the government of Cameroon to preserve 
11,000 sq. miles of virgin rainforests in national parks, by raising 
funds from industry, aid agencies and the general public. "According to 
Earthlife, these reserves are the richest in Africa and will represent 
nearly 10% of all tropical forests currently under protection." 


"With the funds and technical assistance raised, it will help the Cameroon 
Government build roads and park buildings, buy equipment, train foresters 
and rangers and create intra-African exchange programs." 


The project prospectus states "Among industry strategists, there is 

a growing awareness of the loss of potential products that could result 

if current global practices destroying irreplaceable genetic and other 

natural resources continue... To be effective in the long run and to 

appeal to industry, conservation must be accompanied by development & research 
activities leading to professional products that can be derived from 

intact managed forests... for example, medicines and improved crops." 


The same issue of World Environment Report, has stories about the Thai 
forests - the worst hit in Asia, half denuded now. Armed gangs have been 
organised there by illegal loggers to "commandeer freight trains and to 
provide protection while they are using the trains to transport logs." 
The January 9 '83 issue of This World has a story "Taking the Pulse of 
the Jungle". This describes a 20 year study of parcels of Brazilian 
rainforest 2.5, 25 and 2,500 acres in extent" selected for preservation 
in parts of the Amazon that are being cleared for farming and cattle 
raising. The scientists will study them while they are still part of the 
undisturbed rainforest, then restudy them once they are isolated, to 
monitor the deterioration of plant and animal life." 


"The joint American-Brazilian project, now in its fourth year, has a 
limited and environmentally sober objective. There is no hope of rescuing 
the Brazilian jungle from exploitation. Instead, the goal is to determine, 
in the words of the project's architect and co-director, Thomas E. Lovejoy, 
"the minimum critical size of ecosystems." 

Keynote address to the Institute of Foresters of Australia's Conference, 
Sept. '83, 8 pages, Jack Westoby. 


Jack Westoby, former head of forestry for the FAO (United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation) addressed the rainforest problem fair and square 
and at some length in his address. 


"The ecological devestation they (the trans-nationals) are capable of 
perpetrating in the tropical forests has to be seen to be believed." 
But, it is not enough to attack the "international timber barons". He 
points out that "As many fortunes have been made out of tropical timber 
by third world power elites..." 

Two relevent articles appeared in the Spring '83 Co~evolution Quarterly 
(Box 428 Sausalito CA 94966 U.S.A.). So much reforestation is the 
planting of unecological monocultures, treating soil as the mere "medium 
for growth". This style of reforestation is seen as "Deforestation in 
Disguise", by Peter Beckstrand in a 5 page article of that name. "Clear- 
cutting so depletes the soils of nitrogen and other nutrients, that two 
or three crops of timber may be all that can be expected in many areas 
before they are utterly barren." 


So often, reforestation is used as a sop to our conscience and to justify 
our extensive tree cutting. Yet, as Dr. Richard St. Barbe Baker, the 

Man of the Trees, pointed out, tree planting is an "emergency measure" 
useful when the trees aren't regenerating naturally. "It is not enough to 
plant trees", he said, "we must save what we've got. You save thousands 
of years of waiting if you save what you've got. You can't get back the 
indiginous forests. Once they're gone they're gone forever." 
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The other article in the Spring Co-Evolution was titled "Running out" (8 pages) 
and it explored 4,200 years of wood shortages and traced the collapse of 
civilisations to the destruction of their trees. 


"To refine 1.3 tons of copper ore requires 24,200 pounds of wood. Bronze 
age metallurgists on Cyprus smelted at least one million tons of ore. 
Therefore, about 28,000,000 trees or 344 sq. miles of forest were consumed." 


The article shows that the ecological destruction caused by deforestation 
has been known for a long time. Plato, who lived in the 4th century BC 
is quoted: "you are left with something rather like the skeleton of a 
body wasted by disease; the rich, soft soil has all run away, leaving the 
land nothing but skin and bone. " Plato observed furthermore that before 
the trees were cut, "the soil benefited from an annual rainfall which 

was absorbed in large quantities.. so that what was drunk down by the 
higher regions flowed downwards into valleys and appeared everywhere in 

a multitude of rivers and springs." Without trees, Plato noted, the 
rainfall just "wasted off the bare earth." 

The first issue of Osa Rainforest Review, the quarterly journal of the 
Osa Rainforest Reserve Coalition (3523 Park St., Eureka, CA 95501 USA), 
includes an article "Tropical Deforestation: The neglected Crisis". 
Costa Rica's Osa Peninsula, is said to be "one of the ecologically 
richest regions of the Western Hemisphere". By helping the coalition 
purchase more land there we can save "roughly ten times as many species 
and 50 times as much land per dollar spent .. than the average spent on 
U.S. projects." 


CONCLUSTON 


Bill McLarney, N.A.1.S.A., Apdo 902, Puerto Limon, COSTA RICA. 


"So I'm interested. Tell me more about what you propose to do with a 
world-wide coalition and we'll see where we go from there." 


Well, a number of suggestions for immediate action are contained in this 
report - write to the President of Sierra Leone, to the Prime Minister 
of Australia, to Volkswagens and other multinationals. But, it seems 

to us that at present, the most important work is to further build up 
our network. So please send us addresses of groups and individuals 

that might be interested (or better still, mail copies of this report 
and send them off yourself) so that there are enough of us for effective, 
co-ordinated actions to be initiated later this year. 


Write and let us have any suggestions for strategies and tactics, send 
us any information that comes your way so that we can build up our files 
of what's happening in the world's rainforests. 


We don't want to put a subscription fee to the network, but if you want 
to be part of it or appreciate the work underway, please donate towards 
our costs or let us know that you are interested in receiving further 
communications. 


Help decentralise the Rainforest Information Centre by becoming a local 
contact in your country. Rick Davis, who has been duplicating our 
material and circulating it to organisations in Japan has been stressing 
to them "the fact that this is no beaurecratic organisation that issues 
orders to everyone. I say simply that we all share information and then 
do whatever is in our power to stop the destruction... with autonomy, 
independence and a brotherly/sisterly spirit that stems from a common 
love for the Earth." 


In the long term there seems little hope for the survival of the rainforests 
and other wild nature, unless there is a fundamental change in the 
consciousness of homosapiens. While addressing immediate environmental 
emergencies, we must also work to develop an ecological, sustainable 
consciousness. Such work to end the schizophrenic split between humans 

and the rest of nature is taking place worldwide. Sometimes knows as 

"deep ecology', this movement is strong in Scandinavia, U.S.A. and Australia. 
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I wrestle with a rhinoceros 
but no words will come 


i hear tall trees crashing 
wild birds screeching 

the buffalo stampeding 
but no words will come 


i hear sawmills buzzing 
cash registers clicking 
entrepreneurs yam-seng-ing 
but no words will come 


i hear of press conferences 
of petitions, of signatures 
of campaigns & lobbying 
but no words will come 


i hear the rain pounding 
into desolate spaces 

the widowed wind howling 
but no words will come 


the rhino is boxed & crated 
merbok & meranti are gone 
above, no monkeys swing 

from no overhead branches 


below, a pangolin stumbles 
around amputated trunks 
an orphaned butterfly 
surveys the wounded jungle 


yes, no words can fill 

this gash of malevolence 
but a terrible anger squats 
hugging its knees in silence. 


Cecil Rajendra 
Malaysia 
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